
Wye Island  
National Resource Management Area 

 
Wye Island NRMA is located in 
the tidal recesses of the 
Chesapeake Bay between the 
Wye River and the Wye East 
River. Of Wye Island's 2,800 
acres, 2,450 are managed by the 
Department of Natural Resources 
Maryland Park Service for 
resource management, recreation and agriculture. A major emphasis at 
Wye Island is to provide suitable habitat for wintering waterfowl 
populations and other native wildlife.  

History 

For over 300 years, Wye Island was privately owned and managed for 
agricultural use, including tobacco and wheat farming. Two of the most 
noteworthy owners were William Paca and Charles Beale Bordley. Mr. 

Paca, third governor of Maryland and one of the signatories of the 
Declaration of Independence, owned half of the island north of Dividing 
Creek. Mr. Bordley was a distinguished lawyer and jurist who owned 
half of the island south of Dividing Creek.  

 

Under Mr. Bordley's control, the island prospered with its own 
vineyards, orchards, textile production, brick yard, and even its own 
brewery. Eventually the island was sold off into separate farms. The 
most influential owners were Glenn and Jacqueline Stewart. The 

Stewarts built the hunting lodge (Duck House), which remains today on 
Granary Creek. In the mid 1970's the encroaching threat of residential 
development prompted the State of Maryland to purchase the island to 
ensure its preservation.  

Pet Policy  

 Pets are allowed in Wye Island NRMA; however, pets must be on a 
leash at all time and owners must clean up after them. 

 

http://www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/pets.asp

